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Regional recognition conventions in the ASEM area: Lisbon & Tokyo

1997 Lisbon Recognition Convention

• “Convention on the Recognition of 
Qualifications concerning Higher 
Education in the European Region”;

• Adopted in 1997 as a joint Council of 
Europe (CoE) and UNESCO convention;

• Open for CoE and UNESCO Member 
States in Europe Region (incl. North 
America) + Holy See, and States Parties 
to the 1979 Convention and the 
European Cultural Convention;

• 54 States Parties, nearly all European + 
Holy See, Canada, New Zealand and 
Australia;

• Supported by ENIC-NARIC networks.

2011 Tokyo Recognition Convention 

• “Revised Asia-Pacific Regional 
Convention on the Recognition of 
Qualifications in Higher Education”;

• Adopted in 2011, entered into force in 
2018;

• Covers the Asia-Pacific Region, but is 
open for all UNESCO Member States 
and the Holy See.

• 12 States Parties: Afghanistan, Armenia, 
Australia, China, Fiji, Holy See, Japan, 
Mongolia, New Zealand, Republic of 
Korea, Russian Federation and Türkiye;

• Supported by APNNIC network.

https://enic-naric.net/
https://apnnic.net/


Implementation and monitoring

1997 Lisbon Recognition Convention

• Convention Committee meets every 3 
years; promotes the application of the 
Convention and oversees its 
implementation (last meeting 2022);

• Adopts non-binding recommendations, 
declarations, protocols and models of 
good practice to guide national 
recognition authorities;

2011 Tokyo Recognition Convention 

• Convention Committee meets at least
every 3 years; 

• Fourth Session of the Committee meets
30 November-2 December 2022.



Global Recognition Convention

• Adopted by UNESCO’s General Conference on 25 
November 2019.

• First UN treaty on higher education with a global scope.

• Builds on and complements the five regional 
recognition conventions:

– 1997 Lisbon Convention (Europe and North America)

– 2011 Tokyo Convention (Asia Pacific)

– 2014 Addis Convention (Africa)

– 2019 Buenos Aires Convention (Latin America and Caribbean)

– 2022 Arab States Convention (adopted on 2 February 2022 in 

Paris)

• Promotes and supports interregional mobility of 
students and qualification holders.



Why a Global Convention?



Elaboration process up until adoption 25 November 2019



Main principles and obligations

Extends the regional recognition conventions’ core principles 
of fair, transparent and non-discriminatory recognition to 
the global level, including provisions on:

• Recognition as the main rule, unless the recognition 
authority/university can prove substantial differences 
between a foreign qualification and corresponding 
national qualifications;

• The right to appeal recognition decisions;

• Recognition of partial studies and of refugees’ 
qualifications.

Also some new elements, such as:

• Recognition of prior learning and non-traditional 
learning;

• Partial recognition if substantial differences are identified;



Ratification status November 2022: 18 States Parties

The Convention will enter 
into force 3 months after 
the deposit of the 20th

instrument of ratification.

• 1 country will deposit in 
December 2022.

• 20 countries are at an 
advanced stage.

• 30 countries have 
initiated procedures or 
expressed an interest to 
ratify.



Entry into force and convening of intergovernmental conference

èEntry into force expected in first half of 2023:

èProvisions and obligations will become binding for States Parties;

èUNESCO will convene the 1st Intergovernmental Conference of States Parties, 
which will promote the application of the Convention and oversee its 
implementation.

• Consists of all States Parties as full, voting members.

• Observers include the heads of the regional recognition conventions.

• Meets in ordinary sessions every two years, where it adopts:

• Work Programme concerning activities between sessions;

• Operational guidelines, recommendations, declarations, models of good practices, or any 
relevant subsidiary text at the global or interregional level. 



For recognition decisions:

• States Parties shall take into account the relevant provisions of the Global Convention 
when interpreting and applying the regional recognition conventions;

• However, nothing in the Global Convention shall be deemed to derogate from any 
provisions more favourable to recognition.

For implementation structures:

• Heads of the regional recognition convention committees participates in the ICOSP;

• The committees of the regional conventions will be consulted on important decisions;

• The existing networks of national information centres (ENIC-NARIC, APNNIC, AFNIC) are 
identified as key implementation structures of the Global Convention.

Relationship with the regional recognition conventions



Thank you
Learn more: www.unesco.org/education

@UNESCO

Andreas Snildal, Secretary to the Global Convention

glocohed@unesco.org

https://www.unesco.org/en/education/higher-
education/global-convention
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