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STUDENT MOBILITY: OLD AND NEW MODELS

NO IMPACT ON DIPLOMANO IMPACT ON DIPLOMANO IMPACT ON DIPLOMANO IMPACT ON DIPLOMA

• UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE

WITH IMPACT ON DIPLOMAWITH IMPACT ON DIPLOMAWITH IMPACT ON DIPLOMAWITH IMPACT ON DIPLOMA

(THE NEW ACADEMIC FLEXIBILITY)

• UNDERGRADUATE

- JOINT DEGREE: 2+2 NORTH-SOUTH

• GRADUATE

- JOINT DEGREE

- SHARED THESIS SUPERVISION

- INTERNATIONALLY INTEGRATED 

PROGRAMS 
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INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY

Professor Dr. Gilles BRETON
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-More modalities

-Up to mutual

designed
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Why do students decide 
to participate 
in Student Mobility Program?

• LanguageLanguageLanguageLanguage

• Cultural experienceCultural experienceCultural experienceCultural experience

• Credit hoursCredit hoursCredit hoursCredit hours

• EmployabilityEmployabilityEmployabilityEmployability

• OthersOthersOthersOthers

Do we know what we should know?
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Object of SurveyObject of SurveyObject of SurveyObject of Survey















Why do students decide 
to participate 
in Student Mobility Program?

The more we understand, the better 
we can design the program!
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Feel safe?



Safe?















Political situationPolitical situationPolitical situationPolitical situation



Safe?









Feel comfortable?



University Life Styles
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Something different?





University Life Styles



Program Quality



Quality



Can we have balanced mobility, 
given different in program 

quality?



 Is it affordable, for me?



Costs

http://www.promotionalcodes.org.uk/26394/cost-of-university-education-uk/



From : Erasmus Mobility : Students Motivation and Satisfaction 

By Maria Jaskova,Lenka Heczkova



Form : http://aenonline.net/aen/file/Info%20Sheet.pdf 

UTRECHT  NETWORK  (Ruhr University Bochum)Ruhr University Bochum)Ruhr University Bochum)Ruhr University Bochum)

Student Mobility July 2011 - 2012            

Cost estimate € 750 / month in Europe :

Housing :  € 150 -270 /month

Meals :      € 2 – 4 for lunch at University 

Books :      € 35 – 50 / month study material 
depending on the programme

Health insurance :  € 65/month

Additional fees : € 240 for 1 semester inc. public 
transportation in the whole state 
(North Rhine-Westphalia )



Tuition & Expenses (Kobe University)Kobe University)Kobe University)Kobe University)

Cost estimate MIN ¥ 100,000 / month

http://www.kobe-u.ac.jp/en/international-

students/prospective/exchange-students.htm





 Is it affordable, for me?

 More financial support

 More information



Student decision making is complex

• Push factors:
• Accessibility of quality HE in home country
• Gov. support for & recognition of overseas study
• ‘Mobility Capital’ (finance, credentials)

• Pull or attractiveness factors:
• Perceptions of academic quality (rankings)
• Culture and safety (lifestyle)
• Return on investment (employability)
• Study and living costs (fees, cost of living)
• Financial support (scholarships)

….and influenced by a range of push and pull factors that 
differ by student characteristics and national contexts

(Altbach and Lulat, 2005)

Steve Woodfield, Senior Researcher, Kingston University, London, UK
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Students are not homogenous

• Comprise a small percentage of total enrolments
• Privileged group – mobility capital – most students are 

not mobile
• Limited research into socio-demographic characteristics 

– but credit & diploma differences
• Tier 1 & 2 students: elite and wealthy vs. cost-sensitive 

and employment focused (Lasanowski 2009, Santiago 
2008)

• i-graduate ‘learning tribes’ – family background and 
nationality are important factors (Shepherd 2008)

…although they are categorised as ‘mobile’

Steve Woodfield, Senior Researcher, Kingston University, London, UK





Some key observations

• Imbalanced Quality (แสดงตัวเลขในยุโรปมี
มหาลัยกวา ๖๐๐๐ แหง แตที่เปนมหาลัยวิจัยที่
เปนสมาชิก EAU มีประมาณ ๖๐๐ แหง ในขณะ
ที่SEA มีมหาลัยประมาณ ๖๐๐๐ แหงเหมือนกัน
แตมีมาหลัยวิจัยแคประมาณ ๕๐ แหง—ตองคน
จากงานของ Kuroda) 



Even for “U.S. and Europe”, there are 
still Opportunities and Threats to 
Student Mobility

• Mismatch issue

• 3 year Degree- Perceptions and Policies

• Funding scheme- Loans, scholarships

• Infrastructure and services

• Politics of access, recruitment and condition 

of stay

• New Rules of Mobility Game

EducationUSA.state.gov



Even for “U.S. and Europe”, there are still 
Opportunities and Threats to Student 
Mobility :--Opportunities??

• Joint –Dual Degrees

• Study Abroad focus on Graduate Students

• Defining non-traditional for the European 
Context

• Scholar/Staff Exchanges

• Faculty Development Grant Opportunities

EducationUSA.state.gov
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How to balance student mobilityHow to balance student mobilityHow to balance student mobilityHow to balance student mobility

• "Through quality assurance and recognition, we can 

have a proper balanced mobility of staff and students 

within Asia and Europe.“ –HE Sector

• a framework of how credit transfers -meaning students 

spending a semester abroad can count those credits 

towards courses back home.- HE Sector

• joint curricula, summer courses and collaboratively-

financed programs can also help balance student 

mobility. Universities and HE Sector

Rujhan Mustafa, Director-general of 

Malaysia's Ministry of Higher Education



Support and Infrastructure

• Curriculum design/redesign to 
accommodate mobility--Universities

• Financial incentives (Erasmus/University 
travel scholarships/loans/sponsorship 
from employers)--Government

• Dedicated administrative student support 
from pre-departure to return and beyond -
Universities IROs

Andrea Nollent, Sheffield Hallam University



How to balance student mobility

• structured collaboration programs -
Universities

• joint-degree programs -Universities

• programs whereby you can guarantee that 
both parties are exchanging students. -
Universities

Elizabeth Colucci from the Brussels- based European University 

Association, a higher-education forum.



STUDENT MOBILITY: THE NEW WAVE
• WHY THE ENNEMY IS US?
• FROM INTER-CULTURAL TO ACADEMIC
• FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF STUDENT MANAGEMENT TO 

AN ACADEMIC PROJECT--Universities
• FROM BILATERAL UNIVERSITY TO UNIVERSITY 

AGREEMENTS, TO PROGRAM TO PROGRAM 
INTEGRATION
– A TAILORED ACADEMIC APPROACH- Universities

• THE MARCO POLO INTERNATIONAL STUDENT MOBILITY 
INITIATIVE:- Universities and IROS
– EXCHANGE PROGRAMS
– INTERNATIONAL INTERNSHIPS

GLOBALIZATION OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION AND 
INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY

Professor Dr. Gilles BRETON

Graduate School of Public and 

International Affairs

gbreton@uOttawa.ca



University and Student Mobility 

• GARANTEE THE ACQUISITION OF 

INTERNATIONAL AND INTERCULTURAL 

SKILLS BY STUDENTS

• ADD VALUE TO STUDENTS’ EDUCATION

• IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF THE PROGRAMS 

OFFERED AT THE UNIVERSITY

• ENSURE SUSTAINABILITY OF THE MOBILITY 

PROGRAM

GLOBALIZATION OF HIGHER 
EDUCATION AND 
INTERNATIONAL MOBILITY

Professor Dr. Gilles BRETON

Graduate School of Public and 

International Affairs

gbreton@uOttawa.ca



Solutions

• Increase in grant level (per Figel: average grant 

200€)

• Erasmus – vehicle for quality mobility

– Recognition (ECTS)

– Mobility arrangements

– Proper documentation

– Lingusitic support

– Social and cultural support

– Information and communication

Jolanta Urbanikowa



Solutions

• Digital world – not a remedy but essential 
support instrument

– Identification and mapping of what is already 

available at HEI level

– Stocktaking of grass roots initiatives

– Incorporation into the system

– Quality enhancement and assurance

– Empowerment of all student and staff

Jolanta Urbanikowa
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Conclusion

• Keep pushing for more balanced mobility

• Every stakeholder must do what one can do 
to keep this spirit moving

• More research, better understanding > 
more understanding, better designed 
programs

• Trust-mutual trust



Mutual

trust







Is it better to 

start with 

appetizers 

before main 

dishes



ขาวซอย

ขาวยํา ขาวเหนียว สมตํา 
ไกยาง

ขาวคลุกกะป



Should we be more flexible in term of 

“time frame”?



Thank You


