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Innovation is the specific tool of entrepreneurs, the means by which 

they exploit changes as an opportunity for a different business or a 

different service. It is capable of being presented as a discipline, 

capable of being learned, capable of being practiced.

Entrepreneurs need to search purposefully for the sources of 

innovation, the changes and their symptoms that indicate 

opportunities for successful innovation. And they need to know and to 

apply the principles of successful innovation.

- Peter Drucker -





KOREA, REP. MALAYSIA LATVIA INDONESIA

Business 
Sopistication

Innovation

Korea, Rep. 4.8 4.8

Malaysia 5.3 4.8

Latvia 4.1 3.3

Indonesia 4.3 3.9



• Do skills matter for innovation?

• What individual skills should people acquire to contribute to innovation?

• How to develop all categories of skills simultaneously?

• What change in teaching and assessment practices?

• What education policy measures could we propose to policy makers and 

practitioners?

Stéphan Vincent-Lancrin
OECD/CERI (2011)

Some key questions in education

and skills development 



…global surveys of senior 
business executives, teachers
and two groups of students, 
aged 11 to 17 and 18 to 25. 
Countries represented in the 
sample include Australia, 
Brazil, Canada, China, Finland, 
Ghana, India, Malaysia, 
Mexico, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Nigeria, the 
Philippines, Poland, Romania, 
Russia, Saudi Arabia, South 
Africa, Spain, Sweden, 
Thailand, Turkey, the UAE, the 
UK and the US..











• Is there a national policy for entrepreneurship curriculum 

development? 

• Do policies aim to integrate entrepreneurship at all levels in the 

educational system? 

• Are there policies for introducing more interactive and 

experience-based teaching approaches in the educational 

system? 

• Does the government support programmes to provide training 

of entrepreneurship teachers? 

Some key questions in education

and skills development 

• Are academic institutions encouraged and supported in 

providing training, counselling, diagnostic and advisory 

services to SMEs and early-stage entrepreneurs? 

• Is there funding to promote extracurricular entrepreneurial 

activities (e.g. student activities, business plan competitions, 

business development programmes etc.)? 

• Are entrepreneurship training programmes offered outside the 

formal education system? Do these programmes address low-

literacy groups and those in rural areas? 

• Has research been undertaken to monitor the provision and/or 

outcomes of entrepreneurship education? 

Source: UNCTAD (2010) - Key components of 

entrepreneurship and innovation policy frameworks .

I’m convinced that about half 

of what separates 

successful entrepreneurs 

from the non-successful 

ones is pure perseverance.

- Steve Jobs -
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