Organizational Charter of Cross-border QA Network in HE (CBQAN) in Asia and Europe (Draft)

I. Background

Advancing international higher education has brought cross-border education into the world focus. In order to promote international cooperation and raise awareness among countries of the importance of quality assurances for cross-border education; United Nations Educational，Scientific，and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) have jointly developed “Guidelines on quality assurance of cross-border higher education ” in 2005, which “encourages the establishment of a complete and credible quality assurance and verification system of cross-border higher education, guarantees the coordination and cooperation between various quality assurance and verification organizations internationally, and provides confirmed, credible and up-to-date information about higher education for the public.”

At present, there is no international communication platform targeted for supply service of cross-border education quality assurance;
At the Fourth Asia-Europe Meeting of Ministers for Education, Kuala Lumpur, May 13-14, 2013, China’s proposal to establish a Cross-border Quality Assurance Network in Higher Education (CBQAN) has been included in the chairman’s Conclusions documents of the general conference;
4. On 9th December 2013, Kunming, the “Asia-Europe Higher Education Qualification Mutual Recognition Collaborative Working Group” (Abbreviated as Working Group) considered the proposal to establish a  CBQAN secretariat to take forward the proposed work. The participants had reached an agreement that the Secretariat would be based in China Academic Degree and Graduate Education Development Center (CDGDC) is responsible in carrying out the functions of the Secretariat with the support of Malaysia and UK ;

Ⅱ.Purpose

The aim of CBQAN is to build a communication and cooperation platform for stakeholders of cross-border HE quality assurances in Asia and Eurpe, in the following areas:

to understand and learn from each other;

to promote high quality communications-academic and personnel exchanges;

to facilitate healthy development of cross-border HE in Asia and Europe;

to explore the formation of a platform for international cross-border HE quality assurances collaboration;
Ⅲ. Mission

CBQAN will implement actions as follows:

1. Conduct comparative studies in qualification framework; quality assurance systems of cross-border higher education in related countries of Asia and Europe; and construct the learning and cooperation platform;

Formulate standards and guidelines for cross-border HE quality assurance in Asia and Europe and carry out cross-border quality assurance activities based on the above mentioned standards and guidelines to promote international cross-border HE efficient cooperation;

Provide advisory information services on the cross-border education policy, quality assurance regulations, and cooperation programs for the purpose of providing help to cross-border higher education institutions, experts and students in Asia and European related countries;
Analyze the difficulties and challenges in cross-border higher education quality assurance and propose possible solutions;
5. Release “Annual Development Report on the Cross-border Education Quality in Asia and Europe”;

Ⅳ. Framework and Mechanism

1. Working Mechanism

CBQAN is directed and coordinated by the working group;

Secretariat

The main work of the secretariat includes:

Draft announcements and documents;
Organize and hold international conferences;
Set up cooperative programs, and prepare action plans ;

Compile “Annual Development Report on the Cross-border Education Quality in Asia and Europe”;

Provide information for members via “ANICs website”;
Manage the membership fees and report on the usage to the general assembly( see “Chapter 5.1” );
Membership

3.1 Related functions’ organizations and individuals of ASEM members, which support the charter; 

3.2 Regional or international organizations can be invited as observers if needed;

3.3 Members should share information on cross-border education;

4. Finance

4.1 The financial year of CBQAN shall be from 1 January to 31 December each year;

4.2 Funding for CBQAN is derived from fees, donations or other earnings;

4.3 The assets and income of CBQAN shall be applied solely in furtherance of its above-mentioned purposes and missions;

5. Conference

5.1 All CBQAN members will participate in the general assembly. The purpose of  general assembly is to report the CBQAN working situation and information communication. 

5.2 The general assembly is held once every two years；

5.3 CBQAN official members volunteer to take turns as the conference organizer; which is determined during discussion in the general assembly;

5.4 Participating countries/members are responsible for their own expenses. 

V. Other matters

1. The charter should be reviewed by the Working Group for approval and execution;
2. On the basis of the opinions from members, with approval of the working group, the articles can be timely revised and supplemented.
