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My Background  

 Higher education and education policy 

researcher 

 One-year full time experience in Peking 

University Founder Group (1st generation 

of University-run) 

 Constant observation from the frontline 

of the university and the related 

entrepreneurial activities 



Mirage: How true is the reality? 

 

Brocken Inaglory (2007) 



Indicators of China’s potential in NKE 

 The Global 

Competitiveness 

Report (WEF):   

◦ GCI: 29/148 (Efficiency 

driven) 
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1/8 vs. 7/8 and turbulence flow 
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Source: from Elsevier (2013) 



Chinese university’s roles in reality 

 Weak basic research (Sun & Cao, 2014; 

Chen, 2012): 4.8% of R&D expenditure 

(2008); 4.7% (2013) 

 Smallest share of national R&D 

expenditure held by the higher education 

sector: 8.5% (2008), 7.2% (2013) 

 By the knowledge fields: engineering and 

science have the largest share of students, 

teachers and outputs. 

 

 



Source: from Elsevier (2013) 
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Dead or active volcano? 

 



What university-business 

cooperation in China shall imply? 
 Look beyond the indicators and look into 

substantial activities and enabling or 
hindering mechanisms 

 Era of UB cooperation 2.0 in China: from 
university-run enterprise to university-
networked innovation base 

 Chinese universities as catalysts in the 
national and global entrepreneurial 
ecosystem supported by the top-down state 
policies and the bottom-up initiatives from 
the market 

 





University to capitalize the state 

policy 
 Innovation as a national buzz word in 

economic, political, and social lives. 

 ‘Plan 2011’ after Project 211 and Project 985 
to support selected ‘collaborative innovation 
centers 2011’  
◦ which shall cooperate with scientific research 

institutes, industrial enterprises, local 
governments and foreign scientific research 
organizations  

◦ to promote innovations in knowledge frontier, 
culture, region and industry 

◦ 14 centers in 2013 + 24 in 2014 

 



University to nurture entrepreneurship  

 Establish informal and formal curricula  

 Establish centers supporting student 
entrepreneurship through business plan 
competition, ‘challenge cups’, university 
science parks and ‘leading University 
Student Entrepreneurship Project’ 

 University alumni’s initiatives to invest on 
student entrepreneurship: brain 
circulation and capital circulation (e.g. 
1898 café of Peking University) 



Source: from Perkmann, et al. (2013) 



What implications for cross-region 

UB cooperation? 
 Persistent institutional ‘barriers’ to UB 

cooperation 

 Under utilized manpower (female, young 
entrepreneurs)in new knowledge economy  

 Innovations beyond S&T and cross 
disciplines: social innovations (BAT as 
example) to change people’s lives 

 Paradoxical leading role of the university: to 
open up all kinds of boundaries, fertilize 
boundary-crossing and release the potentials 


