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CorkLearningCity ~  all ways & for all



Corka LearningCity ~  all ways & for all



Global and 

Regional 

Learning 

Cities 

Networks



Population : 210,000

UNESCO Learning City Award 

2015

Hosts of the 3 rd UNESCO 

International Learning Cities 

Conference 2017

THE Learning City CHALLENGE : 

Á No Blueprint

Á Complexity

Á Organisations are Silos 

Á How to maintain motivation and 

continue to innovate

Á No one organisation can do it 

alone



Cork Learning City ~ All Ways & For All 



Imagine our future

Cork City Development Board 

Plan 2002

Goal 7: Cork as a city of 

learning

u Where access to learning is available 
for all levels and to all ages in the city.

u Where the city is recognised nationally 
and internationally as a centre of 
learning and research.

u Involving all stakeholders in lifelong 
learning: Formal, non formal, and  
informal

u Creating a Culture of Learningin Cork       



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

ON LEARNING

between
Four lead partners, with 2 strategic partners in Cork, 

And with cities around the world.

MOU

u The four organisations have joined with others to 

form a Steering Group to advance these 

aspirations:

u Learning for all;

u Promoting Inclusion,

u Prosperity and Sustainability. 

u This initiative builds on Cork City Councilõs formal 

adoption of the UNESCO Beijing Declaration on 

Building Learning Cities in 2014. 

Creating a Culture of Learningin Cork City



Cork 

Lifelong Learning Festival 

A week of activities that spin 

out into a year of possibilities

u Workshops, lectures, classes, walks open 

days, expos & demonstrations.

u Celebrating Learning

u Formal, non formal & informal

u All events are free

u Engaging 10,000+ citizens

Creating a Culture of Learningin Cork City



Denis Barrett  ~ Cork Learning City

Cork City Council 

Developing Cork as a 

More Equitable and Inclusive 

Learning City 

Applying the 

UNESCO Learning City Vision

Cork ~  a learning city   ~  all ways & for all



Our Community of Learners  

And Learning surrounds us

Creating a Culture of Learningin Cork City       



Learning City Project Partners

Creating a Culture of Learningin Cork City       



EcCoWeLLð
Towards an Integrated and 

Sustainable Approach

In an era of complexity, escalating pace of 
change and transformation and in a cyber 

connected world

ôSilosõ have no place

Creating a Culture of Learningin Cork City       



Benefits of the

EcCoWellApproach

Building dynamic synergies 

requires considerable 

ü innovation, 

ü creativity, 

ü good will.

Reframing our perspectives:

Creating a Culture of Learningin Cork City

Non-Traditional 
Partnerships



CorkLearningCity ~  all ways & for all



Outcome document:

Calling on cities worldwide to deliver on the 

Sustainable Development Goals through developing 

their cities as:

u Green & Healthy Learning Cities,

u Equitable and Inclusive Learning Cities, 

u Supporting decent work and entrepreneurship.

UNESCO 

Cork Call to Action on Learning Cities

CorkLearningCity ~  all ways & for all



Corka LearningCity ~  all ways & for all



CorkLearningCity ~  all ways & for all

ÅLearning Workplaces

ÅStudent Entrepreneurship

ÅLearning Factories



Learning 

Workplaces



Learning 

Factories



Corka LearningCity ~  all ways & for all

ÅCommunity Response to Covid-19

ÅGreen Campus

ÅFood Forest

ÅLearning for Health & Wellbeing



Green 

Campus 





Food 

Forest



Area based responses to 
peoples needs 

u Eg. Blue Vests

u Social Distancing Innovation in response to    
peoples expressed needs

u Piloted locally in 2 areas

u Rolled out citywide following 
communications campaign 



Community Response Forum Task Groups

Å Food Distribution

Å Youth Response 

Å Bridging the Digital Divide 

Cork City Covid19 Community Response 




